Dear Continuous Cruiser

Following British Waterways recent proposals to alter the current guidelines for continuous cruisers, the London Boaters Group are developing a profile of evidence in response to the statements made by British Waterways regarding our way of life, following their consultations with other stakeholders.

For further information on British Waterway Draft Mooring Management Plan for the River Lee, Stort and Hertford Union Canal (including Regents Canal in Stage 2), please visit British Waterways website where the document is available.  

London Boaters is a community-based organisation initially founded in 2008 to connect boaters.  The boating community is diverse and vibrant with a vast range of unique skills and knowledge.

The London Boaters community has been strengthened by a new British Waterways mooring proposal that threatens the community’s existence.  London Boaters has grown in terms of numbers, dedication and community collaboration since the announcement of the proposals.

All the information provided will be dealt with in the strictest confidence and no information will be given to third parties.  As previously mentioned, the information provided will be used to develop evidence about people that live as continuous cruisers in London by London Boaters for London Boaters.

This questionnaire is divided into sub categories which correlate with current legislation and acts in place.

British Constitution

Is your boat your sole place of residency?

Do you have a land address?

Are you registered to vote?

Health Care

Do you have access to a local GP?

Do you have a disability?

Equality Act 2010

Do you own your boat?

Do you currently work?

Do you work full time, part time?

Are you restricted to working part time?  If so why?

How much do you earn per year?

Up to £10,000, £11,000-£20,000, £21,000-£30,000, £31,000-40,000, £40,000+

Are you currently studying?  If so, how much are your course fees per year?

Do you have a disability?  If so is it a:  Physical Disability, Mental Health Issue, Learning Difficulty, Cognitive Disability

Housing Act 2004/Housing Regulations 2006

Local Authorities

Do you currently claim any benefits? eg.  Housing Benefit, Job Seekers Allowance, Disability Living Allowance.

Do you work from your boat or travel to a place of work?

Will this journey be affected by the new proposals?  Either in terms of cost or length of time it takes you to commute?

Do you have children who are dependent on you?

If the proposals went through, how would you be affected?

· You would have to sell your boat

· You would be unable to get to a place of work (too expensive to travel/too far out)

· You would be facing homelessness

· You would have to claim benefits

· You would have to move into rented accommodation

· You would have to move into land address

· You would be facing bankruptcy

· you would be unable to continue training/studying

Human Rights Act and the Halsbury’s Rules of English Law volume 44/Race Relations Act

How many patrol notices have you received in the past year?

Have you been personally approached by BW staff?

Have you been asked for money by BW staff?

Have you been prevented from moving your boat because of:

· ice

· weed (marine weed)

· weather

· ill health

How many times has this happened in one year?

Are there any particular areas that are worse than others that you know for weed to build up?

Congestion

What length is your boat?

Are you able to pay the optional stay charges?

How old are you? 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s

Children

Do you have children? If so, how many?

Does your child live on your boat?

Do you have any shared responsibilities for your child/children?

Do you access local child care services? If so, in which borough?

Does your child go to school? If so, in which borough?

We would appreciate it if you could complete this questionnaire.

