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MOORINGS ALONG THE LEE NAVIGATION & RIVER STORT:  PROPOSED WORKSHOP FOR RIPARIAN AUTHORITIES AND BOATING BUSINESSES

1. Purpose

To inform key stakeholders about the issues relating to use of the navigation by boats and to gather views to inform the development of a mooring strategy for the two rivers.   

2. Audience – who should attend?

For local authorities, we want to reach both elected members and officers.   The subject is relevant to those specialising in planning, housing, environment or leisure.   We would hope to attract representatives from all riparian authorities, but should concentrate marketing of the event to those with the greatest river length and where usage patterns are causing concerns to local people. 

Operators of boating businesses, particularly those offering long term moorings should also attend.  This will include boat clubs who manage moorings.  It is important that we build a shared understanding of boating impacts on local communities, and mooring and marina operators must both understand and be party to the development of future strategy. 

We should debate whether invitations should also be extended to representatives of the leading consumer boating organisations (Inland Waterways Association, Residential Boat Owners’ Assocation, National Association of Boat Owners, Association of Waterways Cruising Clubs) should be invited to this event, or whether their involvement would be more effectively engaged through a separate, later event.     

3. Scope – topics to be covered

PART 1 – Briefing.  ( Much relevant material is contained)

a) The pattern of use of the river for boating:  leisure boats (private, hired); residential use of boats; boats with no long term home mooring (continuous cruisers)

b) Value of boats to local communities and businesses

c) Scope of boat users’ obligations under the boat’s licence

d) What uses require planning consent;  defining residential use

e) Review of current mooring patterns along the two rivers and analysis of boat sightings of boats without a home mooring

(Note, much of the material for the above can be drawn from the September 2010 AINA Advisory Document on Residential Moorings
PART 2 – Local stakeholder perspectives – views from local authority representatives, LVPA and moorings operators.

4. Style 

A mixture of presentations and smaller discussion groups

5. Venue

LVPA HQ??

6. Timing - ? February 2011


